
1 PartB

Gender and identity: An opinion piece
a) Inoneminute, nameandwriteon the

board thenamesof famousmenandwomen
fromhistory.

Womenneed tobe recognized asapartofourhistory Shari Boiskin
Womenmakeup50.8percentof theworld's Mysister is in Israel, spendingher 10thgrade

Spring40

7,404,976,783 person population. semesterabroad.Shecalledme
fromIsraelon

That means that there are 3,761,728,205 women. InternationalWomen'sDay to tellme that oneof the

Yet, for some reason, women, throughout timehave malecounselors fromherprogramhad
just said that

s been, and still are, treated like a nonexistent part of InternationalWomen'sDay is irrelevant
andWomen's

our history. HistoryMonth is neither important nor necessary. 45

Yes,men andwomen differ biologically.When it Shedidn't understandwhyhewouldsay
that,and

comesto representation inacademia,where it
askedmewhat I would've said if I hadbeen there.

should be equal, it is also different. Women are I toldher that Iwouldhave
saidyes, and told the

10dropped. I hadmynine-year-old brother try toname
counselor that | agree with him. I would have

some important women fromhistory - hewas able continued to say that I alsobelieve thathaving
an

International Women's Day and
to list BetsyRoss,Harriet Tubman
and Rosa Parks.When asked to
list some importantmen, hewas WeCanDo It!

Women's History Month is pretty
ridiculous. I believe that every day
should be women's day!

is able to go on for at least ten Women should be acknowledged ss
minutes- I had to stop him.

for their role in society not just
Where are women in history? It's
not likewomen just recently during one day of the year, and
decided to showupand start their contributionstotheworld

for not just one month, but for the20 doing things. Angela Merkel is
not the firstwomantohave entire year, everyyear.Afterall, 60

thought of going into
men are acknowledged constantly.

government.Malala Yousafzai is We study men's history in school.

not the first to have thought of That'swhy there's noneed for an
International Men's Day orMen's

25 advocating for women's right to
education. Historymonth. I would also add 65

In 1777, Sybil Ludington went on that believethat both

amidnight ride similar to, but InternationalWomen'sDayand

actually twice as long as Paul Revere's. In the 1920s, Women's History Month should be eliminated - as
30 Zelda Fitzgerald's dancing, writing, and musical soon aswomen are treated as complete equals to
talents were always overshadowed by those of her men.

husband, the authorof TheGreatGatsby, Scott That will take some time. So, in themeantime,my
Fitzgerald. I never learned about thesewomen in sister's counselor should crack opena bookon
school. I had to discover themonmyown. Elizabeth Cady Stanton or Rosalind Franklin, or

35 Abigail Adams sent a letter to her husband John perhaps readmore blogs and articles about the
Adamswhilehewasat theConstitutional importance of women's history. Women need to be 75
Convention, in which shewrote, "remember the recognized as a part of our history.
ladies." Yet, so many women are forgotten in the (From Eastside, the school newspaper of Cherry Hill
annals of history. High School East, Cherry Hill, New Jersey)

b) Look at the names you wrote in a). Does it support the opinion Shari expresses?
Explain why orwhy not.

gender Geschlecht opinion piece Stellungnahme, Meinungsartikel representation Vertretung, Repräsentanzacademiadie akade-
mischeWelt have sb. do sth. veranlassen, dass jemand etwas tut recently kürzlich show up auftauchen, erscheinen advocate for
sich einsetzen für Constitutional Convention verfassungsgebende Versammlung counselor (AE) Betreuer/inridiculous lächer-
lich acknowledge anerkennen contribution Beitrag eliminate abschaffen in themeantime in der Zwischenzeit
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PartBPractice

Writinganopinionpiece
Eachunit of thisbookwill focusonwritingadifferent typeof text.In thisunit, the text in focus is anopinionpiece Inanopinionpierevouexoress vour viewonan issueyou feel strongly about. Opinion pieces often appear online, e.g. in blogs or newspapers.Over the next three pages, youwill work through the following steps to produce your opinion piece.

EXAMINE THE TEXT STRUCTURE

FOCUSONLANGUAGE

WRITEAFIRSTDRAFT

GIVE AND RECEIVE FEEDBACK

PRACTISE LANGUAGE STRUCTURES

IMPROVEYOURSTYLE

EDITYOURTEXT

EXAMINETHETEXTSTRUCTURE

83 Read about the structure of an opinion piece. Then discuss whether Shari follows these tips.

OPINIONPIECE: STRUCTURE

eadline Catch your reader's attention. Make a clear statement, ask a provocative question,
promise a solution to a problem.
First paragraph Keep it short. State your topic and opinion clearly. Keep readers interested.
Supporting paragraphs Use statistics, other facts or quotes to back up your main statement.
Conclusion Restate your opinion. Suggest a solution, or call for action.

FOCUSONLANGUAGE

a) Read Shari's text again. Identify the twomain tenses and collect examples.
28 Compare your results. Explain why each of the tenses is used.

b) Scan lines 53 -75. Find and note down four examples of the use of should
22 Discuss why Shari uses the word should so often.

WRITEAFIRSTDRAFT

a)28 Discuss why topics like these can be important for people's identities:
women's rights, same-sex marriage, fashion, language, social media, sport, hometown, ...

b) Choose a topic froma). Express your view in a sentence or two, e.g.
• Sport should not be separated by sex. • You don't need to follow fashion. Be yourself.
Then write a first draft of your opinion piece. Consider the points you discussed in 1 and 2.
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